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OFFLCIAL INFORMAL

Dear Bob:

With reference to the exercise we went through last year with
Foreign Minister Chira regarding the Seventh Fleet and the guestion
of '"Tntroduction”, we want to call your atbenilon to the attached
translation of the transcript of interpellations at a meeting of the
House of Representatives Budget Committee on February 13, 196k, The
interesting part of the exchange beteen Ohira and Yokowdchi begins
in the middls of page five and ends with the penultdmate statement
by the Foreign Minister on page 7 wherein Yokomichi succeeded in box-
ing Ohira into a corner and obtaining a virtual admisslon that if
anits of the Seventh Fleet do in fact carry nuclear weapons, prior
consultation is required, HNakagawa (of the Foreign Office Trestles
Buresu), who may not know what the score is, had just made the same
admission quite clearly in his statement at the top of page 7, so
Ohira really had 1ittle choice in his reply, The most obvicus thing
is that Yokomichi had done his homework well prior to the meeting.

The Ambassador raised this Diet exchange with the Forelgn
Minister at his breakfast meeting, March 5,and found Chira not at
all disturbed about his exchange with Yokomichi. ‘e propose no fur-
ther action at the present bime, but we did want to ¢all the enclosed
to your attention in order that we not lose sight of this problem,

Best regards,

Sincerely,

Barle J. Richey
irst Secretary of Embassy
Attachment:
Ais stated.

Robert A. Fearey, Esquire,
Acting Deputy Director,
Office of Far Eastern Affairs,
Department of State,
Washington, D.C.
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