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| China always maintains that countries enjoy freedom of navigation and overflight in the South China Sea

in accordance with the international law. Up to now, there has not been a single case in which freedom of

navigation in the South China Sea is impeded.
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'l Seventy years ago, pursuant to the Cairo Declaration and the Potsdam Proclamation, China lawfully

recovered the Nansha and Xisha Islands which were illegally occupied by Japan and resumed exercise of

sovereignty.
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11 [Tlhe delegate of Japan also mentioned the South China Sea issue and claimed that all artificial land
features cannot generate any legal rights. But let’s first have a look at what Japan has done. Over the
past years, Japan spent 10 billion yen building the Rock of Okinotori, turning this tiny rock on the sea into
a man-made island with steel bars and cement. And on that basis, Japan submitted its claim to the United
Nations over the continental shelf beyond the 200-nautical-mile exclusive economic zone. The majority
members of the international community found Japan’s claim inconceivable and did not accept it.
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