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The History of the Cherry Blossom: A Bridge Between Japan and the United States

Japanese Prime Minister Takaichi, who was visiting Wasington D.C. for o
i

the Japan-US summit, posed for a commemorative photograph with

United States President Trump at the White House on March 19, standing \

o

on either side of a cherry tree sapling donated by Japan. The Japanese B

government is proceeding with plans to present 250 cherry trees to the

United States, which is celebrating its 250th anniversary this year.

Japan and the United States share a long history of friendship,
symbolized by the cherry blossom. In the national park along the
banks of the Potomac River in the capital, Washington D.C., as
spring arrives, the cherry blossoms gifted by Japan are reflected
on the water’s surface against the backdrop of the Washington
Monument, creating a beautiful and vibrant spring scene.

This cherry tree was donated in 1912 by Yukio Ozaki, known as the ‘God of Constitutional
Government’, as a symbol of peace and friendship between Japan and the United States. Initially,
the 2,000 saplings sent in 1909 had to be incinerated due to pest damage; however, through the
dedicated efforts of Yukio Ozaki—who was Mayor of Tokyo at the time—, Eliza Ruhamah Scidmore, a
travel writer and Japanophile, and Helen Herron Taft, wife of William Taft, the 27th President of the
United States, 3,000 saplings, including Somei-Yoshino, were planted. These cherry trees have
been passed down to the present day and continue to be cherished across generations; indeed, the
National Cherry Blossom Festival—a major event heralding the arrival of spring in Washington—
attracts over 1.5 million visitors to the banks of the Potomac River every year.

Yukio Ozaki was a politician who consistently championed the importance of parliamentary
democracy and peace and was also renowned as a master orator. He served as a Member of the
House of Representatives for 60 years and 7 months and was the first person to be awarded the title

of Honorary Member of the House of Representatives.

In 1915, 40 dogwood trees were presented by President Taft in return for the cherry trees that
Ozaki had gifted to Washington, D.C. The ‘Ozaki Memorial Hall, the predecessor to the

‘Parliamentary Museum of the House of Representatives (opened in 1972), was established in 1960

to commemorate Ozaki’s achievements. When the decision 3 ~
was made to construct the building, dogwoods were once again g e ]‘z %5
gifted by the United States and planted in the North Garden in Lyt e s x x
RN 2o e
front of the National Diet. AN o P ;
In 2015, to mark the 100th anniversary of the donation of | @ﬁ‘ d} B VBN

dogwoods from the United States, commemorative stamps

featuring cherry blossoms and dogwoods—symbols of Japan-US friendship—were issued.



